
1. Keep the commandments; keep the commandments! 
In this there is safety; in this there is peace. 
He will send blessings; 
He will send blessings. 
Words of a prophet: 
Keep the commandments. 
In this there is safety and peace. 
 

2. We are His children; we are His children, 
and we must be tested to show we are true. 
Hold to His promises; 
Hold to His promises, 
Heeding the prophets: 
Keep the commandments. 
In this there is safety and peace. 
 

Words and music: Barbara A. McConochie, b. 1940. © 1975 IRI. Obbligato by Barbara A. McConochie © 1989 IRI. Arr. by Darwin Wolford © 
1986, 1989 Deseret Book Company. Used by permission. This song may be copied for incidental, noncommercial church or home use. 



Listen to the following story: 

“A young boy was playing baseball 
with his friends when his mother’s 
voice came loud and clear, calling, 
‘Charlie, Charlie!’ He instantly threw 
down his bat, picked up his jacket and 
cap, and started for home. 

“ ‘Don’t go yet; finish the 
game!’ cried the other 
players. 



“ ‘I must go right this minute. I 
told my mother I would come 
when she called,’ was Charlie’s 
response. 

“ ‘Pretend you didn’t hear,’ said 
the boys. 

 

“ ‘But I did hear,’ said 
Charlie. 

“ ‘She won’t know you did.’ 



“ ‘But I know it, and I’ve got to go.’ 

“One of the boys finally said, ‘Oh, 
let him go. You can’t change his 
mind. He’s tied to his mother’s 
apron string… 

 “He’s such a baby he runs 
the minute she calls’ ” (N. Eldon 

Tanner, in Conference Report, Oct. 1977, p. 65; or Ensign, Nov. 1977, pp. 
43–44). 



What would you have done? 

One of the ways we become like 
Jesus is to learn to speak the truth 
and to be honest in all we do. 

We all face situations 
each day that require 

us to choose between 
being honest and 
being dishonest.  



“Lesson 38: Barnabas, Ananias, and Sapphira,” Primary 7: New Testament, 131. 
Excerpt of scripture story from “Chapter 55: The Apostles Lead the Church,” New Testament Stories, 147. 



The Apostles and 
the other disciples 
had faith in the 
Lord.  

They obeyed His 
commandments. 
They loved one 
another. 



With the priesthood 
and the power of the 
Holy Ghost, the 
Apostles could do 
many things.  

 They healed 
the sick and 
taught about 
Jesus Christ 
and His gospel.  



Many people 
believed the 
Apostles’ words 
and joined the 
Church. 

The members of the Church 
shared what they had with each 
other so that everyone's needs 
would be met. 



A very wealthy man named 
Barnabas, sold his property and gave 
the money to the apostles. 

Barnabas had a strong testimony and 
knew the apostles would use the 

money wisely. 

 Barnabas helped 
teach the Gospel and 
was blessed because 
of his great faith.  



 Even though Barnabas 
was not one of the 
Twelve Apostles, he 
was regarded as an 
apostle.  

Ananias and Sapphira, a husband and 
wife, were also members of the 
Church.  

 They wanted to be well known and 
important like Barnabas. 



Ananias and Sapphira sold some of 
their possessions, but decided they 
would keep part of the money. 

Peter told Ananias he was not lying to 
men. He was lying to Heavenly Father. 

Ananias gave the rest 
of the money to the 
Apostles, pretending 
to give it all. However, 
they were not 
deceived. 



When Ananias 
heard Peter’s 
words he fell 
down dead. 

 Sapphira came in 
three hours later.  

Peter asked her if the money Ananias 
had given was everything they had 
been given for the property. 

 Sapphira lied and died. 





What did Church leaders ask the 
members of the Church to do so 
everyone would have what they 
needed?  

Let’s read Acts 
4:34–35 

How would you feel 
about sharing 
everything you 
have? 

http://scriptures.lds.org/acts/4/34-35
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How was Barnabas honest in 
what he did?  

Let’s read Acts 4:36–37 

What do you think 
being honest 
means?  

How do you feel 
when you are 
completely honest? 
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Why did Sapphira go 
along with her 
husband’s lie?  

 Let’s read Acts 7–8 

What might have 
happened if she had 
been honest? 

How were Ananias and Sapphira 
dishonest?  

 Let’s read Acts 5:1–2 
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 Even if we don’t see 
immediate consequences 
of our dishonesty, like 
Ananias and Sapphira 
did, we still hurt 
ourselves.  

We may also hurt others 
with our dishonesty. 

Who can be hurt when a person is 
dishonest?  



What are the consequences if 
you are dishonest?  

What are the consequences if 
you are honest?  

 It is not always easy 
to be honest, but we 
should be honest no 

matter what the 
circumstances.  



Who always knows when you are 
telling the truth?  

How does being 
honest bring us 
closer to Heavenly 
Father? 

What can you do 
to help others be 
honest? 



Why is it important to be honest 
with your parents?  

Why do you want your parents to 
trust you?  

How do you earn trust from your 
parents?  

Why does it sometimes take 
courage to tell the truth?  



Each slip of paper has a situation. 
Take a paper from the container.  

Choose whether you want to 
pretend to be honest or dishonest 
in the situation.  

Enr. Act. #6 



How would 
the world 
be different 
if everyone 
were 
honest? 



President Ezra Taft Benson, thirteenth 
President of the Church said this: 

Be honest. Do not lie nor steal. Do not 
cheat. …  

 “Dear children, our Heavenly Father 
sent you to earth at this time because 
you are some of His most valiant 
children. He knew there would be 
much wickedness in the world today, 
and He knew you could be faithful and 
obedient” (Ensign, May 1989, pp. 82–83). 



 Let’s review the thirteenth article of faith 
to better understand it: 

 We believe in being honest, true, chaste, 
benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to 
all men; indeed, we may say that we 
follow the admonition of Paul—We believe 
all things, we hope all things, we have 
endured many things, and hope to be able 
to endure all things. If there is anything 
virtuous, lovely, or of good report or 
praiseworthy, we seek after these things. 

Enr. Act. #1 

http://scriptures.lds.org/a_of_f/1/13


Let’s think about 
and discuss ways 
we can be honest 
in dealing with 
situations in each 
of these places.  

Enr. Act. #2 

Home School Neighborhood 



Elder Marvin J. Ashton said: “ ‘A lie 
is any communication given to 
another with the intent to 
deceive.’ … A lie can be effectively 
communicated without words ever 
being spoken. Sometimes a nod of 
the head or silence can deceive” 
(Ensign, May 1982, p. 9).  

Enr. Act. #3 

Honest Dishonest 



 Telling the truth 

 Doing your own work 

 Misleading others by not telling the complete truth 

 Admitting when you have done something wrong 

 Cheating 

 Lying 

 Stealing 

 Telling half-truths 

 Returning borrowed or lost items 

 Keeping promises Enr. Act. #3 

Where does each situation belong? 

Dishonest Honest 



Set a goal to 
tell the truth 
and be honest 
in all you do.  

Sign your 
name at the 
bottom of 
your shield. 

Enr. Act. #4 

I stand for 
truth and 
honesty 



 Using situations such as the following, name all the 
possible choices you could make in each situation. Then 
decide which is the best choice.  
 a. You find a friend’s lost toy. 
 b. You find a purse with money in it. 
 c. A bag of candy that belongs to someone else is on 

the table, and no one else is in the room. 
 d. You are going to an activity that costs money to 

attend. The sign at the entrance says “Children 
under eight admitted free.” 

 e. A store clerk gives you too much change. 
 f. Your friend asks you to let him or her copy your 

answers on a test. 
 g. Someone tells you an unkind story about 

someone else. 
 h. You promised your parents that you would be 

home at a certain time, but your friend wants you 
to stay longer. 

 
Enr. Act. #5 



Let’s review the fourth article of 
faith: 

We believe that the first principles 
and ordinances of the Gospel are: 
first, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
second, Repentance; third, Baptism 
by immersion for the remission of 
sins; fourth, Laying on of hands for 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Enr. Act. #7 



 I have a testimony 
of the importance 
of being honest.  

When we are 
honest in all we 
do, the Holy 
Ghost will give us 
a feeling of peace. 



The lesson is from lds.org. The scripture stories are 
from lds.org and paraphrased from various articles 
on lds.org and from the scriptures. 

Images and clipart are from lds.org, Microsoft Office, 
and other websites indicating the images were in the 
public domain or permitted for church and home use.  

Please do not use this presentation for commercial 
use. Feel free to alter the presentation for use in 
church or home to suit personal preference. 

This presentation is intended to supplement, not 
replace, the lesson manual and scriptures. Teachers 
should refer to the manual, scriptures and other 
resources when preparing and conducting the lesson. 


